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* READ THOROUGHLY BEFORE STARTING INSTALLATION
                   
Pre-installation
Care should be taken in transporting and handling bamboo flooring. Solid bamboo flooring should be acclimated in the same room where it will be installed. Use an accurate moisture meter and make sure the moisture content of the room meets the tests described below.

Moisture Test: Before installing solid bamboo flooring on a wooden sub-floor, please check the sub-floor for moisture by means of an accurate moisture meter. The moisture difference between the sub-floor and the bamboo flooring must be not greater than 4 per cent. The moisture content of the wooden sub-floor itself should be in the range of 8-10 per cent.

If you are not in a position to test moisture accurately, it is strongly recommended that you remove the packaging and let the bamboo planks acclimate stacked in the room for at least seven days. Besides, the flooring should be delivered to the jobsite at least 12-72 hours before installation. The boxes should be opened and the heating or air conditioner turned on so the floor can acclimate to its environment.
Moisture Barrier: A sheet-vinyl or polyethylene moisture barrier should be placed under the sub-floor installed on the top of concrete. If a wooden sub-floor is used above soil, 6-mil polyethylene should be placed over the soil to prevent moisture from getting into the bamboo flooring. And it is important to use an air conditioner or dehumidifier in humid months.

Ventilation: Good air circulation is important to prevent moisture from accumulating. Crawl spaces should be ventilated year round. Make certain that there is no standing water or moisture at the soil moisture level.
Installation 
Solid bamboo flooring can be installed by nailing with power cleats to any wood sub-floor. They can also be glued to wood sub-floor, or directly to concrete slab, or over resilient floors. It is noted that since the moisture content inside the concrete slab is non-predictable due to the underground condition underneath, we will not recommend the direct glue-down to the concrete slab method.

Sub-floors must be smooth, clean, dry, level, particularly for the installation of the pre-finished flooring and free of curing agents, dirt, wax, oil, paint and other contaminants that would interfere with an adhesive bonding. Wood sub-floor joints must be sanded level prior to new installation. Concrete sub-floors must have all cracks and holes filled with a cemented-based patching material, and it must be tested for moisture. A vapor barrier such as 6-mil polyethylene film must be placed in crawl spaces. The Calcium Chloride test method is recommended and flooring must not be installed if the vapor pressure exceeds 3 lbs per 1000sq.ft in 24 hours. Concrete slabs younger than 60 days are generally too wet to install bamboo flooring.

Nail-Down Installation

• Use a two-layer, 15-pound felt, overlapped, under the bamboo for protection against moisture migration. Planks shall be started square with the room and parallel to its longest dimension by positioning with a chalk line, leaving a space, which should be the thickness of a plank plus about 3/8″. 
• Lay first plank with groove toward wall. Secure planks with finish nails. Use nail punch to sink nails below surface and fill with wood filler.

• Leave at least 3/8″ expansion space from the base plate or wall and use a wood or plastic spacer to maintain.

• Once initial rows are secure, second and further courses shall be blind nailed directly above tongue at a 45-50 degree angle to the face. 

• Fasteners shall be spaced at 10-12 inch intervals with a minimum of 2 fasteners per piece and a fastener within 3 inches of each plank end. In addition, there are adaptors for other models that can be used.

• Remove expansion spacers and reinstall base and/or quarter round moldings to cover the expansion space. Install any transition pieces when needed (reducers, T-moldings etc.).

Special Note: Particleboard does not provide adequate holding of the nails and is therefore not considered an acceptable sub-floor material.

Glue-Down Installation

• Use a urethane adhesive and do please follow the adhesive manufacturer’s guidelines for safe use, storage and handling.

• Spread with trowel at a 45 degrees angle. Remove any adhesive on flooring surface with a damp cloth immediately. Planks should be started square with the room and perpendicular to the joists.

• Lay the first row of flooring with groove facing the wall, and continue laying flooring until adhesive is covered. Check your working lines to make sure the floor is still aligned. Leave at least 3/8″ expansion space from the base plate or wall. Starter rows should be firmly in place by a wedge or spacer to maintain this expansion space.

• Once initial rows are secured, continue to spread adhesive and lay flooring section by section until installation is complete. Remember to stagger end joints from row to row.

• Remove spacers once the glue is set up immediately. Reinstall base and/or quarter round moldings to cover the expansion space. Install any transition pieces when needed (reducers, T-moldings etc.).

Special Note: Do not use water or solvent based adhesives as these can cause  wood and bamboo floors to buckle or warp. We recommend Bostik’s MVP as moisture protection for glue-down installation. Do not use plastic film or other non-breathing coverings on the newly-installed floors as this can cause the floor to become damaged from humidity buildups.

